
 

 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

(last month) 

BAPTIZED 

Juliana Ljiljana К. Iozzo 

 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

For March 2016. 

 

05.03. - MEMORIAL SATURDAY - Memorial Service @ 

11:00 am 

06.03. - (Sunday) - Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 am 

13.03. - (Sunday) - Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 am 

20.03. - (Sunday) - Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 am 

27.03. - (Sunday) - Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 am 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

 
 

The Church Office is open on  

TUESDAY, THURSDAY & FRIDAY  

from 09:00am - 12:00pm 

THE GREAT LENT begins on Monday, 

March 14, 2016 
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HOLY FATHER GERASIM OF JORDAN 

This well-known saint first learned as-

ceticism in the Egyptian Thebaid, but 

then went to the Jordan and there found-

ed a community of about seventy monks 

which remains to this day. He formulat-

ed a particular rule for his monastery: 

the monks spent five days a week in 

their cells weaving baskets and mats; 

they were allowed no heat in their cells; 

five days they ate only a little dry bread 

and a few dates; the monks had to leave 

their cells open, even when they went out, so that anyone 

could, if he wanted something, take it from another's cell. On 

Saturdays and Sundays they gathered in the monastery 

church, ate together boiled vegetables, and took a little wine 

in God"s praise. Then each monk brought and placed before 

the feet of the abbot the work he had done in the preceding 

five days. Each monk had only one garment. St Gerasim was 

an example to all. In the Great Fast he ate nothing but what he 

received in Holy Communion. He once saw a lion which was 

roaring with pain, having a thorn in its paw. Gerasim came 

near to it, crossed himself and pulled the thorn out. The lion 

was so tame that it followed the elder to the monastery and 

remained there until the latter's death. When the elder died, 

the lion also succumbed to illness after him and died. St 

Gerasim was present at the 4th Council in Chalcedon in 451, 

in the time of Marcian and Pulcheria, and though he at first 

inclined a little towards the Monophysite heresy of Eutyches 

and Dioscorus, he was at that Council a great champion of 

Orthodoxy, having been turned from heresy by St Euthymius. 

Of Grasim's disciples, the best-known is St Cyriac the Soli-

tary. St Gerasim entered into rest and into the eternal joy of 

his Lord in 475.  

These were all soldiers in the Roman ar-

my, but believed firmly in the Lord Jesus. 

When a persecution arose in the time of 

Licinius, they were all taken for trial be-

fore the commander, who threatened to 

strip them of their military status. To this 

one of them, St Candidus, replied: "Do not 

take only our military status, but also our 

bodies; nothing is dearer or of greater hon-

our to us than Christ our God." Then the 

commander ordered his servants to stone 

the holy martyrs to death. But when the 

servants threw the stones at the Christians, 

the stones turned back and fell on them 

themselves, causing them grievous inju-

ries. One stone fell on the commander's 

face and smashed his teeth. The torturers, 

in bestial fury, bound the holy martyrs and 

threw them into a lake, setting a watch all 

round it to prevent any of them escaping. There was a terrible frost, and the 

lake froze around the bodies of the martyrs. To make the torture worse, the 

torturers built and lit baths by the lake, in the sight of the freezing sufferers, 

with the idea that one of them might deny Christ and acknowledge the idols of 

Rome. In fact, one of them did abjure, came out of the water and went into the 

baths. But lo, during the night a strange light appeared from heaven, which 

heated the water in the lake and the bodies of the martyrs, and with that light 

there descended from heaven thirty-nine wreaths for their heads. One of the 

sentries on the shore saw this, confessed the name of Christ and went into the 

lake to be worthy of the fortieth wreath in place of the traitor. And the fortieth 

wreath was seen to descend upon him. The next day, the whole town was 

amazed to see the martyrs still alive. Then the wicked judges commanded that 

their legs be broken and their bodies thrown into the water, so that the Chris-

tians should not be able to find them. On the third day the martyrs appeared to 

the local bishop, Peter, and told him to search beneath the water and bring out 

their relics. The bishop went out on a dark night with his clergy, and saw 

where the martyrs" relics were glowing in the water. Every bone that had been 

broken off from their bodies rose to the surface and burned there like a candle. 

They gathered them, and gave them burial, and the souls of these martyrs went 

to Him who was martyred for us all and rose with glory, the Lord Jesus. They 

suffered with honour and were crowned with unfading glory in 320.  

HOLY MARTURS OF SEBASTE  


