
 

 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

For May 2015. 

03.05. - (Sunday) - Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 am 

06.05. - HOLY GREATMARTYR GEORGE (Wednesday) - 

Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 am 

10.05. (Sunday) - Matins (Eng) @ 08:45 am 

............................ - Divine Liturgy (Serb) @ 10:00 am 

12.05. - ST. BASIL OF OSTROG (Tuesday) - Divine Lit-

urgy @ 10:00 am 

17.05. - (Sunday) - Divine Liturgy @ 10:00 am 

21.05. - THE ASCENSION OF LORD (Thursday) - Divine 

Liturgy @ 10:00 am 

24.05. - Sts. CYRIL AND METHODIUS (Sunday) - Di-
vine Liturgy @ 10:00 am 

31.05. - PENTECOST SUNDAY - Divine Liturgy @ 10.00 
am 

_______ 

ОБАВЕШТЕЊА 

ЧЕТНИЧКА ЗАБАВА у недељу, 03. маја т.г. уз богат 
уметничко-забавни програм. ДОБРО ДОШЛИ! 

Канцеларија ЦШО отворена је УТОРКОМ, ЧЕТВРТ-

КОМ и ПЕТКОМ од 9-12 часова 

SERBIAN EASTERN ORTHODOX CHURCH OF ST. ARCHANGEL MICHAEL  
CORPORATION 

Српска Православна Црква Св. Архангела Михаила - Корпорација 
 

212 Delaware Avenue, Toronto, Ont., Canada M6H 2T1       Tel. (416) 536-8565 

 

Abbot Sophrony Nikic 
  416-536-8565 
  416-509-7841 
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    ST. APOSTLE AND EVANGELIST 

MARK   

Mark was a companion and helper of 

the Apostle Peter in his journeys. Pe-

ter, in his first Epistle, calls him his 

son, not after the flesh but after the 

spirit (I Pet. 5:13). When Mark was 

with Peter in Rome, the faithful 

begged him to write down for them 

the saving knowledge of the Lord Je-

sus, His miracles and His life. So 

Mark wrote his Gospel, which the 

Apostle Peter himself saw and testi-

fied to as true. Mark was chosen by 

the Apostle Peter to be bishop, and 

sent to Egypt to preach. And so Mark 

was the first preacher of the Gospel 

and the first bishop in Egypt. Egypt 

was oppressed by a thick darkness of paganism, idolatry, divination and mal-

ice. But, with the help of God, St Mark succeeded in sowing the seed of the 

knowledge of God in Libya, Ammonicia and Pentapolis. From Pentapolis, he 

went to Alexandria, whither the Spirit of God led him. In Alexandria, he suc-

ceeded in establishing the Church of God, in giving her bishops, priests and 

deacons and in rooting everything firmly in faithfulness and devotion. Mark 

confirmed his preaching with many great miracles. When the pagans brought 

accusations against Mark as a destroyer of their idolatrous faith, and when the 

governor of the city began to search for Mark, he fled again to Pentapolis, 

where he continued his earlier work. After two years, Mark again returned to 

Alexandria, to the great joy of his faithful, whose number had already in-

creased very greatly. The pagans took the opportunity to seize Mark, and they 

bound him firmly and began to drag him over the cobblestones, crying: 'We're 

taking the ox to the stall!' They threw him into prison all injured and blood-

stained, where there appeared to him first an angel from heaven, who encour-

aged and strengthened him, and then the Lord Himself. Jesus said to him: 

'Peace to thee, Mark My Evangelist!', to which Mark replied: 'And peace to 

Thee, my Lord Jesus Christ!' On the next day, the wicked people hauled Mark 

from prison and again dragged him through the streets with the same cry: 

'We're taking the ox to the stall!' Utterly spent and enfeebled, Mark said: 'Into 

Thy hands, 0 Lord, I commend my spirit', and thus breathed his last and went 

THE HOLY PROPHET JEREMIAH 

Jeremiah was born about six hundred years before 

Christ in the village of Anathoth not far from Jerusa-

lem. He began to prophesy at the age of fifteen dur-

ing the reign of King Josiah. He preached repent-

ance to the king and noblemen, false prophets and 

priests. During the reign of King Josiah, Jeremiah 

barely escaped death from the murdering hands of 

the enraged nobles. Concerning King Jehoiakim, he 

prophesied that the king's burial would be like the 

burial of an ass, i.e., his dead body would be tossed 

outside Jerusalem and that his body would be 

dragged along the ground without benefit of burial: 

"He shall be buried with the burial of an ass, drawn 

and cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusa-

lem" (Jeremiah 22:18). Because of this, Jeremiah 

was cast into a prison. Not being able to write in 

prison, Jeremiah invited Baruch (the son of Neriah), 

who stood near the small window of the prison and 

dictated to him. When this prophecy was read to the 

king, the enraged king grabbed the paper and threw it into a fire. Divine Providence saved Jere-

miah from prison and the word of the prophet was fulfilled in Jehoiakim. Concerning King 

Jeconiah (son of Jehoiakim, King of Judah), Jeremiah prophesied that Jeconiah would be taken 

to Babylon with his entire family and that he would die there. All of which came about shortly: 

". . . after that Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had carried away captive Jeconiah, the son of 

Jehoiakim, king of Judah" (Jeremiah 24:1). ". . . when he carried away captive Jeconiah, the 

son of Jehoiakim, the king of Judah from Jerusalem to Babylon, and all the nobles of Judah and 

Jerusalem" (Jeremiah 27:20). Under King Zedekiah, Jeremiah placed a yoke around his own 

neck and walked through Jerusalem prophesying the fall of Jerusalem and bondage under the 

yoke of the Babylonians. "Thus said the Lord to me; Make thee bonds and yokes and put them 

upon thy neck" (Jeremiah 27:2). "I spoke also to Zedekiah, king of Judah, according to all these 

words saying, bring your necks under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him and his 

people, and live" (Jeremiah 27:12). To the Hebrew captives in Babylon, Jeremiah wrote telling 

them not to hope for a speedy return to Jerusalem for they would remain in Babylon for seven-

ty years, which came to pass. "This whole land shall be a ruin and a desert. Seventy years these 

nations shall be enslaved to the king of Babylon" (Jeremiah 25:11). In the valley of Topheth 

near Jerusalem (the Valley of Slaughter), where the Jews offered children as a sacrifice to the 

idols, Jeremiah took a potter's clay vessel in his hands and shattered it before the people proph-

esying the impending humbling of the kingdom of Judah. "Even so, I will break this people and 

this city, as one breaks a potter's vessel that cannot be made whole again" (Jeremiah 19:11). 

The Babylonians shortly captured Jerusalem, slew King Zedekiah, plundered and destroyed the 

city, and beheaded a great number of Jews in the Valley of Topheth on the same spot where 

children were slaughtered for sacrifice to the idols and where the Prophet Jeremiah smashed 

the potter's vessel of clay. Jeremiah, with the Levites, removed the Ark of the Covenant from 

the Temple to Mt. Nebo where Moses died and there he hid the Ark in a cave. However, he hid 

the fire from the Temple in a deep well. Jeremiah was forced by some Jews to accompany them 

to Egypt where he lived for four years and was then stoned to death by his countrymen. To the 

Egyptians, Jeremiah prophesied the destruction of their idols and the arrival of the Virgin and 

the Christ-Child to Egypt. There is a tradition which states that King Alexander the Great visit-


